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ditch crossed. On the top the first seen to appear, holding each other's hand, were Lab6doy£re and Marbot; the grenadiers followed.' This account of an eye-witness is quite correct; he rightly gives equal credit to my comrade and myself. But the biographer of poor Labedoy&re l has not been so fair. After copying General Pelet's account, he has thought fit to suppress my name and give Labedoyere the sole credit of having been the leader of the assault at Ratisbon. However, I saw no occasion to put him right; and, after all, General Pelet's work establishes the fact, to which 150,000 men could testify.
Ratisbon was taken April 23. The Emperor passed the next two days in the town, ordering all repairs to be done at his cost. As Napoleon, accompanied by Lannes, was going about the streets, I saw the milliner whom I had compelled to act as our guide to the bridge, and pointed her out to the marshal. He showed her to the Emperor, who spoke to her, with many jocose compliments on her courage; and subsequently sent her a handsome ring in memory of the assault. The crowd 'of soldiers and civilians who were about the Emperor, having made inquiries about the action of this little scene, the facts were somewhat distorted. The lady was represented as a heroine, who of her own accord had faced death to ensure the safety of her compatriots. In this form the tale was told, not only in the army, but throughout Germany. Even General Pelet was misled by the popular report. If the Parisian lady was for a time under fire from the enemy, love of glory had very little to do with it.
During our short stay at Eatisbon, the marshal appointed on his staff Lieutenant de la Bourdonnaye, an intelligent and brave young officer, who had been recommended to him by his father-in-law, M. de Gueh6neuc. La Bourdonnaye was distressed at missing the assault, but he had plenty more opportunities of showing his courage. A comical adventure
l I cannot verify this reference, but the biographer of Labedoyere in the Supplement (1841) to the * Biographie Universelle,' certainly does not mention Marbot. It must, however, be remembered that Labedoyere was afterwards a more conspicuous personage.rderedam going back this moment/    cVery sorrjr, but you will show us the bridge before you go back.ch attack would fail that he had not even placed a sentry outside the archway to let him know what was going on, so he was thunderstruck at seeing us come up in his rear.
